
 
CODE	OF	CONDUCT,	TECHNOLOGY	GUIDELINES,	AND	TRIP	COMMITMENT	FORM	

	
The following rules have been put in place by the leadership of Summit Church. In conjunction 
with the leaders of World Reach teams, these rules are in place in order to make sure that, as a 
team, we are not stumbling blocks to those we are going to help. Our time in in each place we 
visit is limited and these rules are put in place to ensure that as a team we lay aside our interests 
and focus instead on the interests and lives of those we are serving.  
 
The following rules are designed to prepare our minds and souls for the trip that we have decided 
to take. For that reason, these rules start before we leave on a World Reach trip and continue well 
after we return. We at Summit Church know that each trip has the potential to have a major 
impact on each and every member of the team and we want to make sure that after we return, the 
connections and bonds that have formed within the team are utilized to strengthen our faith, our 
walk with God, and our church. Please keep these ideas in mind when reading over this 
document.  
 
 
Code of Conduct 
 
The following elements are crucial to the effectiveness, quality, and safety of our experience 
together during a World Reach trip. This code of conduct is in place in order to maintain a level 
of community within our group, with the people we encounter, and with the people we are 
partnering with. Although these rules may seem excessive, they are intended to be followed in 
order to make sure that conflicts remain at a minimum. Furthermore, as a team, we are briefly 
interacting with local people and we do not want our time to hinder or cause long term issues 
with our World Reach partners. Therefore, as a member of a World Reach team, I agree to the 
following Code of Conduct: 
 
1. Be a regular attendee of Summit, preferably already involved or serving   
 
2. Be at least 16 years of age, unless otherwise specified.  
 
3. Participate in all required pre-trip meetings and trainings.  
 
4. Commit to the physical, emotional, and spiritual preparation needed to be fully engaged in the 
trip.  
 
5. Agree to the fundraising rules and satisfy all financial obligations by the scheduled due dates.  



 
6. Respect my team leader(s) decisions at all times. 
 
7. Remain with or maintain a line of communication with the team leader at all times  
 
8. Do not add, remove, or change any part of the trip agenda for personal reasons.  
 
9. Remember that I am a guest representing Summit Church and working at the invitation of a 
local pastor, ministry partner or invested organization. 
 
10. I agree to be flexible and serve in whatever service area is allowed and open to me 
on the trip. 
 
11. Abstain from culturally offensive behaviors and un-Christ-like behaviors, including but not 
limited to the following: purchase of alcohol, tobacco, or offensive material, derogative and 
harsh language, smoking, and drinking for the duration of the trip.  
 
12. Develop and maintain a servant’s attitude toward all locals and my teammates. 
 
13. Refrain from complaining, gossip, and drama. 
 
14. Handle all matters of conflict according to the Biblical principles outlined for conflict 
resolution in Matthew 18.  
  
15. Remember that I have come to learn, not to teach. I may run across procedures that I 
feel are inefficient, or attitudes that I find closed-minded. I will resist the temptation to 
inform our hosts about “how ‘I’ do things.” I will be open to learning other peoples’ 
methods and ideas. 
 
16. Remember not to be exclusive in my relationships. I will make every effort to interact 
with all members of the team. 
 
17. Refrain from negative comments or hostile discussions concerning our host city or country’s 
politics. 
 
18. All donations must be given under the discretion of the ministry partner or the team leader.    
  
19. Respect the work that is going on in the country with the particular church(es) or 
person(s) with whom we are working alongside. Realize that our team is here for just a short 
while, but that the local church is here for the long term. You are to respect their knowledge, 
insights, and instructions. 
 
20. Give all credit of accomplishments and favor to God; realize the amazing things God 
would allow the team to accomplish if we don’t mind who gets the credit –for He 
deserves all the Glory. 
 



21. Refrain from any activity that could be construed as a romantic interest. Realize certain 
activities that seem innocent in own culture may seem inappropriate in others. 
 
22. Do not touch native animals even if they approach you. (This limits risk of contracting 
rabies.)  
 
I agree to follow the above Code of Conduct and acknowledge that violation of this code could 
result in immediate dismissal from a World Reach trip and/or suspension from all future World 
Reach trips. 
 
 
Technology Guidelines 
 
The overall goal of a World Reach trip is to put ourselves second and focus on the people we are 
helping. This means that a successful World Reach trips helps build connections within our team 
as well as with the local people. In order to effectively do this, Summit Church places rules on 
technology during each trip in order to make sure that we, as a team, are aligning our hearts and 
minds to the goal of the World Reach trip. Here are the limits that are being placed on cellphone 
and other electronic device usage.  
 
During the entirety of the trip, participants are supposed to: 

• Refrain from posting on or any use of social media.  
• No cellphone usage during meals.  
• No cellphone usage while on the field or while traveling to a location. (Unless otherwise 

directed by a team leader or member in charge.) 
When technology is allowed remember: 

• Before you take any pictures, make sure to ask permission from the people being 
photographed and also from your team leader.  

• Social media can be used for communicating with family at home during down time; 
however, this time is for you to develop new friendships and grow together as a team. 
This experience is short, use the time you have wisely.   

• If you are in doubt about anything, ask your leader. It is better to ask than to cause 
damage that can hinder future World Reach trips from returning to a country or location.  

 
 
In addition, Summit Church strongly recommends that you do not give your social media 
information or personal contact information to anyone you meet on the World Reach trip. This 
helps with long term conflicts that can arise because of cultural differences in relationships and 
also prevents people in the field from directly soliciting you for financial support. When you 
connect with people on social media, you allow that person, and in some cases that person’s 
friends, to see every aspect of your life including your political views, economic standing, and 
photos that your friends will tag you in.  
  
These rules are subject to change at the discretion of the team leader. 
 
 



Trip Commitment 
 
The following are the core rules of a World Reach trip. Read each rule carefully and initial 
beside it signifying that you read and understand each rule.  
 
 I understand Summit Church will consider certain factors and reserves the right to turn 
trip applicants away or redirect people to another trip if they feel it’s in the best interest of the 
team.   
 
  I understand that all payments are due by the scheduled and communicated deadline. 
 
  I understand that all gifts given toward my trip by friends and family are considered tax-
deductible gifts to Summit Church and therefore non-refundable, in accordance with tax law. 
 
 I understand that all payments I make toward my trip are not tax-deductible and are also 
considered non-refundable. 
 
  I understand that in the event I do not go on the trip, payments made by me or donated by 
anyone on my behalf will not be refunded. 
 
  I understand that in the event I raise money exceeding my trip cost, money cannot be 
refunded to me or to anyone who donated to my trip, nor can money be set aside for future trips I 
may take. I understand that excess money received toward my trip will be used at the discretion 
of Summit Church for World Reach ministry costs. 
 
  I understand that while I am praying for God’s provision and hoping for support from 
family and friends, I am ultimately the person responsible for my trip cost. 
 
  I understand that if I ask my friends, family, and church to support my trip, I must also be 
willing to make personal sacrifices for this trip. 
 
  I understand if I choose to send support letters, I am not permitted to give them to people 
who attend Summit Church while on church property (with the exception of family members).  
 
  I understand Summit Church is not responsible for providing fundraising 
opportunities/events for my own personal funding or team funding.  I understand that I am 
welcome to organize and participate in fundraising on church property if the event is approved 
by Summit Church, but it will not be promoted by Summit Church or organized by the team 
leader. 
 
  I understand that meetings/trainings are mandatory for participation on this trip, and that 
in committing to the trip, I commit to attend the scheduled meetings/trainings. 
 
  I understand the importance of living above reproach as a representative of Christ. 
 



  I understand that Summit Church has the right to disqualify me from the trip without 
refund for violating the terms of this commitment (including missing payment deadlines or 
excessive meetings/trainings). 
 
 
Agreement 
 
Summit Church understands that these rules are going to place people outside their comfort 
zones and are going to seem harsh and extreme in some instances. Summit Church believes that 
these rules are necessary in order to make sure that everything on the trip goes smoothly. We are 
not going on these trips to share our American ways but to show God’s love. These rules are 
designed to do just that as well as cause the least amount of problems in the long term. 
 
Furthermore, these rules are designed to help deepen your relationship with God and discover his 
plan for you. As you start preparing your heart for this trip four months before we leave, Summit 
Church wants to allow this trip to impact you just as much as you are impacting the people who 
you are serving. Because of that, as a final rule to follow, Summit Church expects every team 
member to pray for God to reveal their gifting or passion and to actively volunteer through 
Summit Church for three months after returning from a World Reach trip. By doing this, your 
experience and growth that takes place on a World Reach trip will be nurtured and yield amazing 
results for God’s kingdom.   
 
Because Summit Church believes how powerful and important a World Reach trip has the 
potential to be, any violation of the rules laid out above could result in the immediate removal of 
a team member from a World Reach trip as well as suspension from any future World Reach 
trips. Therefore it is important to understand and have carefully read the rules stated in this form 
before signing. Once this form is signed, you agree to follow all the rules that have been stated in 
this form and accept the consequences resulting from failure to follow these rules.  
 
 
_______________________________________ 
Printed Name  
 
_______________________________________   ________________________ 
Signature         Date 
 
_______________________________________    
Parent/Guardian Name 
 
_______________________________________   ________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature      Date 


